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SUBJECT: ARMY COMMANDER KRIT QUASHES COUP RUMORS 

1. ROYAL THAI ARMY COMMANDER (AND ACTING SUPREME COMMANDER) 
GENERAL KRIT SIWARA GAVE A NEWS CONFERENCE AUGUST 25 IN 
WHICH HE PUT THE KIBOSH ON THAILAND'S CURRENT SPATE OF 
COUP RUMORS. THE FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL 
USIS TRANSLATION OF EXCERPTS OF KRIT'S REMARKS REGARDING 
COUP RUMORS. 

BEGIN EXCERPTS: 

REPORTER: WHAT IS PLAN "C," WHICH CONCERNS THE STAGING 
OF A REVOLUTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH A NEWS REPORT PUBLISHED 
IN NEWSPAPERS? 

KRIT: WHOSE REVOLUTIONARY PLAN IS IT? OF THE MILITARY? 

REPORTER: THAT IS WHAT IS ALLEGED. 
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KRIT: THERE IS NO TRUTH WHATSOEVER IN IT. I CAN 
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GUARANTEE THAT. DON'T BELIEVE ANYBODY WHO SAYS THAT A 
REVOLUTION WILL BE STAGED. 

REPORTER: HAVE YOU SEEN IT? 


KRIT: NO. 


REPORTER: THIS SECRET MEMORANDUM? 

KRIT: HAVE YOU GOT A COPY YOU CAN SHOW ME? WHO GAVE 
IT TO WHO? 

REPORTER: IT IS A PLAN DRAFTED SIMILAR TO THAT USED 
ON NOVEMBER 17. 1971. 

KRIT: THERE WAS NO PLAN AT ALL ON NOVEMBER 17, 

1971. 1 AM SPEAKING FRANKLY. I WAS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY AT THAT TIME, THEREFORE I KNOW 
THERE WAS NO PLAN AT ALL, THAT NO PLAN HAD BEEN DRAFTED 
AT ALL. TALKS WERE HELD THAT DAY AND ACTION WAS TAKEN 
THE SAME DAY, THEREFORE, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THERE WAS NO 
PLAN, AS IS BEING RUMORED NOW. 

REPORTER: IT IS SAID THAT THE 1932 CONSTITUTION SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN PUT IN FORCE AGAIN AFTER THE STAGING OF THAT 
REVOLUTION. 

KRIT: I DON'T BELIEVE THAT THERE WILL BE ANY 
REVOLUTION, OTHERWISE I WOULD HAVE HEARD OF IT. SO LONG 
AS I AM COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMY, AS WELL AS ACTING 
SUPREME COMMANDER, I GUARANTEE THAT NO REVOLUTION WILL 
BE STAGED. 

REPORTER: YOU HAVE NEARLY REACHED THE AGE LIMIT... IN 
ONE MORE MONTH. ISN'T THAT CORRECT? 

KRIT: YES, IN ONE MORE MONTH. BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN... 

I AM CERTAIN THAT NO REVOLUTION WILL BE STAGED. 

REPORTER: WHAT ABOUT AFTER SEPTEMBER? WHAT IF A RE- 
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VOLUTION SHOULD BE STAGED AFTER YOU RETIRE? 

KRIT: I AM CERTAIN THAT ANY THOUGHT OF STAGING REVOLU- 
TION IS FAR AWAY FROM THE MINDS OF OUR MILITARY NOW. 

WE DON'T WANT TO STAGE A REVOLUTION. WHAT REASON COULD 
THERE POSSIBLY BE FOR US TO STAGE A REVOLUTION, ESPECIALLY 
IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION AND CONDITIONS IN OUR COUNTRY AT 
PRESENT, WHICH ARE TOTALLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN THE 
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PAST. WHEN REVOLUTIONS WERE STAGED IN THE PAST, TANKS 
WERE BROUGHT OUT AND MACHINEGUNS SET UP AT CROSSROADS, 
AND PEOPLE WALKED PAST THEM WITHOUT DISPLAYING ANY 
INTEREST AT ALL, NOT EVEN REALIZING THAT A REVOLUTION WAS 
BEING STAGED. IT IS A FACT THAT THE FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE 
IN THE PAST WERE VERY DIFFERENT FROM THEIR FEELINGS TODAY. 
WHEN REVOLUTIONS WERE STAGED IN THE PAST, NOBODY PAID 
ANY ATTENTION TO ANY INCIDENTS THAT WERE OCCURRING; 
EVERYBODY CONCENTRATED ON EARNING A LIVING AND GOING TO 
WORK NORMALLY. BUT THE FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE ARE VERY DIF- 
FERENT NOW. A REVOLUTION COULD NOT BE STAGED EASILY TODAY, 
UNLIKE IN THE PAST, BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED 
OF AND SUPPORTED BY THE PEOPLE. AND WHAT REASON COULD 
THERE BE TO STAGE A REVOLUTION? 

REPORTER: DO YOU THINK THAT THE PEOPLE ARE BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY DEMOCRATICALLY CONSCIOUS NOW? 

KRIT: YES. THE PEOPLE ARE MUCH MORE DEMOCRATICALLY 
CONSCIOUS NOW; THEY FEEL MUCH GREATER INTEREST IN THE 
GOVERNMENT OF OUR COUNTRY, AND THEY FEEL MUCH GREATER 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT. THEREFORE, IT IS MY VIEW THAT 
SHOULD THE MILITARY OR ANYBODY STAGE A REVOLUTION, THEY 
WOULD HAVE TO THINK TWICE, AS TO WHAT REASON THERE IS 
TO STAGE A REVOLUTION AND WHAT WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE 
LATER. SHOULD THE PEOPLE NOT APPROVE OF AND SUPPORT THE 
STAGING OF A REVOLUTION, HOW COULD THE PERSONS WHO HAD 
STAGED IT REMAIN IN POWER? 

REPORTER: BUT WHAT IF THE PEOPLE WANT THE MILITARY AT 
A TIME WHEN THE SITUATION IN OUR COUNTRY IS AS IT IS AT 
PRESENT? 
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KRIT: EH* MY VIEW IS DIFFERENT. I SAY THAT THE 
PEOPLE REALLY WANT THE MILITARY, BUT THEY WANT THE MILI- 
TARY TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT OF OUR COUNTRY TO BE 
STRONG AND STABLE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW ONLY. THIS 
IS MY VIEW, MY FRET .TNG. IN OTHER WORDS, MANY GROUPS WANT 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNTRY TO BE FIRM AND STRONG, BUT 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT THEY WANT THE MILITARY TO STAGE A 
REVOLUTION. WHAT THEY WANT IS FOR THE MILITARY TO SUPPORT 
THE GOVERNMENT IN UPHOLDING THE LAW, FOR THE LAW TO BE 
RESORTED TO INSTEAD OF MOB LAW. THAT IS MY FEELING. 

REPORTER: DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE REPORT THAT A PLAN 
HAS BEEN DISCOVERED IS DELIBERATE SPREADING OF A RUMOR? 

KRIT: I TOLD YOU LONG AGO, AND SEVERAL TIMES, THAT 
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REPORTS HAVE BEEN SPREAD CONSTANTLY, AFTER THE OCTOBER 
14, 1973, UPRISING, THAT A REVOLUTION WOULD BE STAGED. 

IF REVOLUTIONS HAD BEEN STAGED AS REPORTED, BY THIS TIME 
REVOLUTIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN STAGED SO MANY TIMES IT WOULD 
BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP COUNT OF THEM. 

REPORTER: IT IS SAID THAT THOUGH YOU DENY THAT A REVO- 
LUTION WILL BE STAGED, THERE MIGHT BE OTHER PERSONS WHO 
ARE THINKING OF STAGING ONE, SO HOW COULD YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEIR THOUGHTS ARE? 

KRIT: NOBODY CAN FORBID ANYBODY FROM HAVING THOUGHTS 
OR PLANNING ANYTHING IN THEIR MINDS, BUT I HAVE KEPT 
ON VERY CLOSE AND INTIMATE TERMS WITH ALL MEN UNDER ME, 
THEREFORE I FEEL ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT NO REVOLUTION 
WILL BE STAGED. THE REPORTS SPREAD MIGHT BE WITH THE OBJEC- 
TIVE OF CREATING DISUNITY AND DISTRUST, BECAUSE THE MILITARY 
IS THE ONLY INSTITUTION LEFT WHICH IS STILL FIRMLY AND 
STABLY UNITED AND WHICH WOULD NEVER DO ANYTHING THAT IS 
OUT OF LINE OR UNDESIRABLE. THEREFORE, IT MIGHT BE THE 
OBJECTIVE OF THE OTHER SIDE, OR A GROUP WHICH HAS BAD 
INTENTIONS TOWARD THE GOVERNMENT OR TOWARD OUR NATION, TO 
CREATE DISUNITY, UNREST, AND MISUNDERSTANDING, OR DISTRUST. 

IT WOULD BE DISASTROUS SHOULD WE BE CREDULOUS; THEREFORE 
I HAVE CONSTANTLY EMPHASIZED TO MEN UNDER MY COMMAND THAT 
THE STAGING OF REVOLUTIONS IS TOTALLY OUT-DATED. WE SHOULD 
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SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE IT STRONG IN ADMINISTRATION 
OF OUR COUNTRY, AND BECAUSE WARS FROM ALL DIRECTIONS ARE 
COMING VERY NEAR US. IF WE CONCENTRATE ONLY ON FIGHTING 
FOR POWER, ON BEING POWER-CRAZY, THAT WOULD CREATE RESULTS 
WANTED BY THE OTHER SIDE. WE HAVE SEEN EXAMPLES ALREADY, 

IN CAMBODIA, IN LAOS, AND IN VIETNAM, COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE 
COMMON BORDERS WITH US OR WHICH ARE AT NO GREAT DISTANCE 
FROM OUR COUNTRY. PERSONS WHO ARE PANICKED AT PRESENT 
ARE PERSONS WHO FEAR WAR FROM OUTSIDE. WHEN INCIDENTS 
FIRST OCCURRED IN CAMBODIA, THEN IN VIETNAM. 

SEVERAL PER- 
SONS PLANNED TO GO ABROAD, LEADING TO REPORTS THAT 
LARGE SUMS OF MONEY WERE BEING TAKEN OR SENT OUT OF OUR 
COUNTRY. BUT THE SITUATION IS RETURNING TO NORMAL AGAIN 
NOW, AS CAN BE SEEN FROM ACTIVITIES OF MERCHANTS IN GENERAL. 

BUT TO WHAT EXTENT THE SITUATION IS IMPROVED ALSO DEPENDS 
ON MAINTENANCE OF INTERNAL PEACE AND ORDER TO NO SMALL EXTENT. 
IF OUR INTERNAL SITUATION, INCLUDING TRADE, BECOMES NORMAL 
AGAIN, IT IS EASY FOR GOOD UNDERSTANDING TO BE RESTORED 
AMONG US THAIS. I THEREFORE, WISH TO APPEAL TO MASS MEDIA 
FOR YOUR COOPERATION, SUCH AS TO EXERCISE CARE IN THE PUB- 
LICATION OF ANY NEWS REPORTS WHICH MIGHT CREATE DISUNITY. 
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I MAKE THIS APPEAL TO YOU AS A FELLOW THAI, NOT AS A POLI- 
TICIAN. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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NNN 
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